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“cuss the: prospect’ of ‘military: bases in
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By David Leigh
Washington Post Statt Writer

An air of intense embarrassment
still hanzgs ove- the entire affair. The
deputy director- ofithe CILA, Frank
Carlucet, even- apologized to Saudi
Arabia’s ruling - cu'cles for it after~
ward. ety el A
It began mmply*enouo‘h wi
venerable and- almost-routine Wash-
ington maneuver,.the.leak.. But..thu
was: a leak that went wrong... - ..

Earlier -this year; the CIA’ warned
the- White House that Saudi Arabia’s
ruling regime might:collapse w1th1n
two years. - -iisa”

When it leaked; the agency pnvate—
ly briefed two'ijournalists—another
longstanding £-Washington habit.. No
one quite knows why.the adency did
it on this occasion: i LheE
- One person:who-was-not welI-served
by this turn of . events:was President.
Carter’s~ national  security- affairs-+ad-
viser; Zbigniew Brzezinski, who was to:
depart. thhm -days: on -a . delicate tnp
to Saudi- Arabia.. The“Arab kingdom is.
‘one-of-the main. pro-western-states ' in-
the Middle East and the largest producer
of oil imported-by the’ Umted States
.(20.1: percent of>U.
December 1979). ¥
...-The agency. realized t had made a
gaffe. It started twisting arms.to keep
the lid on the-story-and confine,it: to
the-extensive: M(ashmgton grapevme,,
where it could do:no-harm. 75 s
- "It almost-succeeded—in killing-the’
story with In,h-leve): ‘telephone-calls;;
.But:it" could not‘prevent thes Saudis
from being rmffed.;a,,, ACIEXY. s

¢ .So-instead. of}gammv a reputation’
for' “being smart"spxes,. the» avency
ended up offendlngeveryone.— SR

ingfon-- bureaucrathf‘polmclanw: and:
journalists, this eplsode cannot- be de-
tzuled w1thout‘a certarn mdxstmct.ness.‘e

= But it began m‘Ianuary ‘barely o’
monthsL “after féthea:‘attack« onfthe
:Grand’ 1\rl’osque\in"Mecca by traditions
ahst Saudi " dissidents,; an*event. that:
sent: shoek“waves through ~the. rulmg
:famuy of 67- year-oldemg ‘Khalid: % 2y

As:Brzezinski’prepared-to: vislt;_Sa-
udi Arabia, by way.of; Paklstan, to dxs-

xtheregmn,.the stomof: the CIA'warn:

. Hornig of- The -Washington - Star nd
" Jane Whitmore of Newsweek. i~

) be identified, say the two journalists

‘ing began to surface on: Capitol Hill:%

% Forall its secrecy the .CIA:; gives se-%
lected Us.wjournalistsx “background
brieiings" Fattitss I‘.angley ’ headquar-
ters +The " briefings. occur ‘on’ request
‘or when sémeonein the CIA. thinksit
‘might: serves the4agency’s. purpOses,
‘and the articles® that' “result’generally,

‘attribute the :information-.fo i“intalli:]

THE WASHINGTON POST
22 July 1980

Fn th‘e"ca‘s&o'r ‘the Saudi. repon,' e
agency- 'decided” to-. brief-Roberta

. They apparently were- told of the re-
port suggesting that the Saudiregime-
might collapse. within two years.: As
one- source-quoted the-report,,Crown
Prince ;:Fahd;.: next.i-in+liner-tos+-the
throne,_ “would have to go.” The man
to watch ¢'was- Prince 3 Abdallah;* the
conservatlve commander of 't
tional guard. ;.. :

Official sources, 'who' do not wish to

were briefed by a CIA analyst. The re-
porters say- they cannot dxscuss CIA
briefings.:~ e
" The day after: the briefing, Brzezm-
ski lunched with ‘Newsweek “editors.
He was _to leave for Saudi Arabna
within'a’ few dayse RS -3

_What - happened: then Temains ob-
_scure, Newsweek printed-a -paragraph-
“attributed to’ an- administration ' offi-
: cial;. who said ‘that the White House
had recelved .UMerous - pesmmxstxc

: “alert” memos from Lano'ley inr recent

: =P
) .out that w:th ‘so-~many-: predictions-
“some of them are bound to beright,”
and added:that “there -are few’ crises’|

lately they“ haven’t predicted one.way

- '“Early on th& ay after Brzezmsh.s;
“lunch with Newsweek editors, the CIA
*launched its efforts to kill the story of

~1ts Saudi'warning. ot
1: Boththe Star. and l\ewsweek repott-
ers were beseeched by the agency not
‘to write the story. They -were- threat-

ened:that-if they did, they .would not

‘gets any“more bneﬁngs.« References

“were made to-the “national interest.” -

_¥i:According- to intelligence - sources,
_the CIA claimed to have suddenly re-

ahzed -that*it:was not- supposed ~to

-brief: ‘reporters “on :“countries whxch

-are- actively: mvolved in U.S.;'f

pohcy. PR

: Did someone. in Brzezmskls otfice
pomt 05“‘ that-his_trip- would not ex-.

R T ex"*%-"mt:o’ Sinsy,

forts to- suppress -the Story almost

* saibi, encapsulated Saudi . complam'rs

actly be helped b-y' such stories? !
No one i3 saying. . And the CIA’s ef.

worked—the Star did not run it.

And not until after: Brzezinski's ‘re-
turn did Newsweek print two guarded
lines ‘on the -subjectiin a- five-page-
analysis of Saudr Arabxa.s uncertam
prospectsi Fimalui ¥ N e

“One secret U.S. report ‘the maga.
zine said, “warned recently that ‘the
regime’s survival could” not be assured
beyond the next two years. e}

There was no reference. to the CIA’
apparent flood of ‘gloomy-‘alert” me-
mos-in the wake of-the Iran debacle.
But this glancing reference to Saudi
Arabia was .enough:to qmake senior
CIA people. fear: anew*about Saudx
blood pressure. = i

- After Khalid’'s JUness in’ February,
reports quoting French intelligence
sources said the royal family could be
‘overthrown within-the -next few years.’

QOn May 3, the Saudi minister of"in-
dustry_and eléctncxty, Dr. Ghazi Algo-

‘about the U.S. media when he told the.
National “Association -of "Arab-Ameurl-
cans that.the-fate: of the regime did
qot. depend on .“the - pronouncements
of.- third-rate -bureaucrats- . readmg
‘fourth-rate: mtelhgence reports - from
fifth-rate spies.”::
- Carlueci - apohdlze i3
to us,” said one. source, “that it had }-
been. d@n unfortunate- briefing, and' he
briefer had since been 'moved.”" ;
The hapless Langley- analyst”is- not
‘alone in- his thinking.:Many Niddle 1
Easl experts expect traumatic: chandes
‘in Saudi Arabia within five years.”

{7 One former U.S.:diplomat- who ~ re-'
‘turned from. Saudi: Arabla this. spring:
said that: corruptxon,«mtemal unre;st]
‘and strains-within-the’ ruling_family]
the egune highly-

e-‘s ‘-—N—'.‘-

- “If we re talkmv about guarantees
,he said, “then:the-survival-of the- -Sa-
-udi regime-can’t be absolutely °uarap'
‘teed for more than six months.” . » 7 J
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